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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, 17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 
2022. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Fries, Juip, Krupp, Parthum, Thomas, Walsh  
 
In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, City Clerk Arthurs, Finance Director Kleinow, Public Safety 

Director Alcorn, Assistant to the City Manager Hardenbrook, Mainstreet Director Willcock, and City 
Planner Jackson. 

 
The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Parthum, to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of 
the following: 
 

a. Minutes - From the regular Council Meeting held on, November 14, 2022. 
 

b. Invoices 
1) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, November 2022, $75,000.00 
2) Grosso Trucking & Supply Co. 

               - Trucking leaves out, November 2022, $5,390.00 
              - Trucking leaves out, November 2022, $5,005.00 
          3) Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. 
               - Neff Rd Resurfacing, October 2022, $7,058.63 
               - Storm Sewer Clean & TV, November 2022, $20,944.33 
               - Parking Lot 4 Reconstruction, November 2022, $12,390.93 
          4) Grosse Pointe-Clinton Refuse - Refuse Disposal, October-November 2022, $13,552.93 
          5) Michigan Municipal League - Workers Compensation, Installment #3, $27,437.00 
          6) Fildew Hinks - Legal Services, October 2022, $5,874.05 
          7) Art Tucker Inc. - Water Service Replacements, November 2022, $23,236.00 
           8) City of Grosse Pointe Park - Dispatch Services, July 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022, $29,152.92 
           9) Detroit Salt Company - Rock Salt, December 2022, $5,595.15 

 
c. Approval of the Mayor’s recommendation of Beautification Commission Member appointments for a three-

year term ending November 30, 2025. 
      d. Adoption of Resolution establishing Council Meeting dates for 2023. 
      e. Adoption of Resolution approving the Annual Wayne County Permits. 
      f. Approval of Public Safety Vehicle purchase. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
PRESENTATION OF 2021-22 FISCAL YEAR AUDIT 
 
Joe Kowalski and Spencer Tawa, partner and manager at Plante Moran, presented the 2021-22 audit report.  
Joe Kowalski provided a brief overview of the audit packet and the financial report.  Mr. Kowalski noted that Plante 
Moran has given the City an unqualified favorable opinion as to the City’s financial accounting, and that it was a clean 
audit with the highest level of assurance.  
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Spencer Tawa highlighted revenue and expense trends over a four-year period.  There was discussion regarding the 
implementation of new Audit Standards and the increase in revenues and the decrease in expenditures. The comparison 
of General and Capital Fund Balances was presented. An overview of City Enterprise Fund Balances was provided.  
The Pension Plan Funding Status and Total Penson Liability and Plan Assets were also presented and discussed.  
Lastly, Retiree Healthcare (OPEB) Funding Status and Liabilities and Plan Assets were reviewed.  
 
Plante Moran answered various Council questions regarding the audit and thanked City Council, Staff, and Finance 
Director Kim Kleinow. 
 
Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Krupp, to accept the 2021-22 Fiscal Year Audit 
Report. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
RECEIVE AND FILE 
 
The City Council convened as the Planning Commission. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Parthum, to approve the Planning Commission minutes 
of the November 14, 2022 meeting. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
a. Public Hearing – Special Land Use Application for Group Child Care Home – 908 St. Clair 
 
Mayor Tomkowiak indicated that this was the time set for a public hearing by the Planning Commission to consider the 
Special Land Use Request for Group Child Care Home for 908 St. Clair. 
 
Acting Secretary of the Meeting Hardenbrook informed the Board that notice of public hearing had been given as required 
by PA 110 of the State of Michigan and Grosse Pointe City Ordinance, proof of which is on file in the official records of 
the City of Grosse Pointe. 
 
City Planner Jackson made the following report: 
 
Christina DelPizzo, owner of Little Seedlings Childcare, has submitted an application for a group child care home 
located at 908 St. Clair.  Little Seedlings Childcare has several similar group home locations in Beverly Hills, 
Bloomfield, Canton, and Livonia. 
 
There is no specific provision regulating group child care homes in City ordinance. In such a case, state law provides 
for child care group homes of up to 12 children to be given consideration as a special use in residential neighborhoods.  
A group child care home is regulated by the City building code to meet specific access requirements. It is also regulated 
by the State of Michigan, requiring certified child care providers to provide the care, at least one of which will live in 
the home. The child care home will not house children overnight. At the request of the City, Christina DelPizzo did 
meet with and distribute information to the surrounding neighbors in advance of this hearing. 
 
Based on the City Planners findings, approval of the special use permit was recommended to allow the establishment of 
a group childcare home operation at 908 St. Clair Avenue with the conditions stated and as may also be determined by 
the Planning Commission. 
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Mayor Tomkowiak opened public comment.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Tomkowiak closed public comment.  
Manager Dame noted that one letter was submitted for the record. 
 
Planning Commission discussion took place regarding the credentials of group child care teachers, the presence of any 
exterior signage, the age range of the children, overnight care, funding, special use attachment to the business and not 
the property, current zoning of 908 St. Clair and its proximity to Mack Ave. zoning just one house away. 
 
Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Walsh, to approve the special use request for a group 
child care home at 908 St. Clair with the conditions stated in the Planner’s report and subject to the execution of a 
Special Use Permit by the applicant. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
b. Continuation of City Apartments PUD Application – 582-606 St. Clair 
 
Mayor Tomkowiak indicated that this was the time set for the continuation of the Planning Commission review of the 
MTB Partners LLC application for a Planned Unit Development (PUD) site plan and agreement for the City Center 
Apartment Development at 582-606 St. Clair.  
 
On November 14, 2022, the Planning Commission held the required public hearing for the current proposal. The City of 
Grosse Pointe published the required legal notice for the public hearing in the local paper and distributed the notice to 
every property within 300 feet as required. The entire proposal was and is featured on the home page of the City 
website. The developer submitted a Community Impact Statement including a detailed traffic study which was 
subjected to scrutiny at the public hearing. 
 
The developer has responded to issues raised at the November 14, 2022 by the public and the Planning Commission in 
an updated and more detailed version of its site plan. The update reduced the total number of units to 77, added 
additional two-bedroom units, and reduced the number of and adjusted the size of one-bedroom units to be 720 square 
feet or larger. It also provides the stormwater and engineering details requested. The City Attorney provided a revised 
draft of the PUD agreement, incorporating agreed upon changes from the developer. The PUD agreement included 
several exhibits including an updated parking easement agreement the Council approved earlier this year and a sewer 
maintenance agreement. 
 
It is estimated that this development will generate approximately $100,000 in property taxes per year for the various tax 
generated funds of the City, about $130,000 to the Grosse Pointe School District, and about $12,000 to the Grosse 
Pointe Library. 
 
A detailed report reviewing the proposal by the City Planner was provided to Council. The City Planner recommends 
the PUD be adopted with the conditions stated in the McKenna memorandum dated December 16, 2022. 
 
Planning Commission discussion took place regarding the setback of the top two stories and the impacts on the 
surrounding residents.  It was noted that if the PUD agreement was not approved, the developer could setback just the 
top story instead of the currently proposed top two.  The PUD agreement allows for some opportunity of leverage by 
the City for a better development.  If approved, the PUD agreement would stand with the land, but would expire over 
time if the building is not built.  Benefits of rentals vs. condos was also discussed, primarily during construction, rentals 
would provide a single point of contact to be held accountable vs. multiple condo owners.  Marketing for the individual 
units will be done virtually through 3-D renderings on the internet via a website. 
 
Mike Bailey, the developer based in southeastern Michigan, commented on his intent of being a good steward to the 
community and neighbors of the proposed development.  Mr. Bailey stated that the project will be of high quality that 
will provide significant improvements to the community.  He also expressed his appreciation of all the feedback 
provided and looks forward to continuing working and collaborating with the City. 
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Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Walsh, to approve the following resolution adopting 
the PUD plan and report for this site with the conditions stated in the McKenna memorandum dated December 16, 2022: 
 
I move that the Planning Commission adopt the attached report as the Planning Commission PUD Report;  
 
I further move that the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute a Planned Unit Development Agreement 
substantially in the form presented this date to the Planning Commission on the final approval of the City Manager and 
City Attorney; and 
 
I further move that the Planning Commission approve the application for a PUD overlay district for the site as described 
in the plans of Integrated Architecture dated December 16, 2022, subject to the requirements of the Planned Unit 
Development Agreement; and 
 
I further move that the Planning Commission approve the site plan contained in the application of City Center and in the 
plans of Integrated Architecture dated December 16, 2022, subject to the requirements of the Planned Unit Development 
Agreement and the requirements set forth in the McKenna Report of December 16, 2022; and 
 
I further move that no building permit shall be issued unless and until the Planned Unit Development Agreement is 
approved and executed as set forth above. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
 
The Planning Commission reconvened as the City Council. 
 
BID AWARDS RELATING TO LOT 4 
 
a. Reconstruction of Lot 4 
 
City Manager Dame made the following report: 
 
On November 29th 2022, the City of Grosse Pointe opened bids to reconstruct Municipal Parking Lot 4. Included in the 
base bid is the sprucing up of both entrances to parking Lot 2 and the entrance to Lot 3 matching the same decorative 
metal arches as will be in lot 4 and the parking structure. 
 
The new lot will incorporate features similar to that of Lots 1, 2, 3, and 6.  Listed below are some highlights of the new 
parking lot.  
 

 Entirely new electrical system with LED parking lot lights that match the fixture style of the streetscape 
decorative lights on Kercheval and other City owned parking lots in the Village. 

 Improve storm drainage including a bioswale that ties into stormwater, not sanitary system. 
 Decorative brick panel walls along the back of the lot. 
 Pay stations that will allow customers to pay with credit cards and extend their time by phone app. 
 Electronic solar crosswalk signals for the mid-block St Clair pedestrian crossing. 
 Electric vehicle charging stations (to be provided by prior separate agreement). 
 Decorative entrance arch similar to the St. Clair entrance of the parking structure. 
 A brick masonry enclosure for trash compactor.  
 Added commercial parking spaces on adjacent commercial property, subject to executed easement. 
 Entirely reconstructed alley. 

 
If awarded, work on this project is anticipated to begin in April of 2023, after Easter to accommodate CVS’s request. The 
project is anticipated to take between three to four months to complete.  Existing parkers in Lot 4 will be encouraged to 
use the parking structure during construction.  
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The City received the following three bids:  
 

Metropolitan Concrete Corp.  $1,713,560 
Gibraltar Construction Company  $1,984,660 
Major Contracting Group Inc.  $2,124,183 

 
City Engineer, Anderson Eckstein & Westrick Incorporated, recommends the award of the Lot 4 construction bid to 
Metropolitan Concrete Corporation as the lowest bidder in the amount of $1,713,560 and to not accept the alternate bid 
for signage as City staff can secure better pricing direct from a sign manufacturer. 
 
Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Parthum, to award the Lot 4 construction bit to 
Metropolitan Concrete Corporation as the lowest qualified bidder in the amount of $1,713,560. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
b. Cameras for Lot 4 
 
City Manager Dame made the following report: 
 
In August of this year, City Council approved the purchase of new parking equipment for the Municipal Park Lot 1 
(Kroger parking lot) to replace the individual parking meters. City staff reached out to its current vendor, Pointe Alarm, 
for a surveillance camera solution to tie into its existing camera system for the downtown parking areas. Pointe Alarm 
also provided a quote for the Lot 4 surveillance system. The Lot 4 system will also be tied into its current surveillance 
system. Traffic and Safety, the City’s parking equipment vendor, also provided a cloud base camera system quote as well.   
 

Pointe Alarm - Grosse Pointe Woods Lot 1   $ 6,483 
Lot 4   $ 10,129 
Total = $16,612 

 
Traffic and Safety   Lot 1   $10,792 

Lot 4   $18,886 
Total = $29,678 

 
Pointe Alarm has intimate knowledge of the current system and infrastructure in the downtown district parking areas. 
Each parking lot will receive new licensing, cameras, cabling and installation. Staff feels comfortable with the quote 
provided by Pointe Alarm and will be available to begin install ASAP if approved for Lot 1 and during the project of 
Lot 4.  Funds for the camera system will be paid through the Parking Fund. 
 
Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Walsh, to award the bid of the surveillance camera 
system to Pointe Alarm in the amount of $16,612. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
APOINTMENT OF CITY CLERK 
 
City Manager Dame made the following report: 
 
Julie Arthurs is retiring from the City of Grosse Pointe after serving as City Clerk since 2001 and working for the City 
since 1996. 
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Christopher Hardenbrook is the Assistant to the City Manager and Assistant City Clerk. He has a Masters in Public 
Administration from Northern Michigan University. He has worked for the City as a department head and/or in 
administration since 2004. 
 
Under the City Charter, the City Council must appoint an employee to designate as Clerk. The Clerk reports to the City 
Manager. The City Manager recommends that Christopher Hardenbrook serve as the City Clerk and as the designated 
Freedom of Information Act Officer. 
 
Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Parthum, to appoint Christopher Hardenbrook as the 
City of Grosse Pointe Clerk and as the designated Freedom of Information Act Officer. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
RESOLUTION HONORING JULIE ARTHURS 
 
Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Parthum, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, Julie Arthurs began her career in public service during high school working part-time for the City of Center 
Line. After graduation, Julie was hired as a full-time clerk in Center Line and began a career-long focus on administration 
of municipal records and elections. 

WHEREAS, Julie Arthurs joined the City of Grosse Pointe as the Deputy City Clerk on July 8, 1996, beginning a 26-
year tenure with the City. In 2001, Julie was appointed City Clerk upon the retirement of the previous City Manager/Clerk. 
Since 2010, Julie has served as both Assistant City Manager and City Clerk for the City of Grosse Pointe. 

WHEREAS, Julie Arthurs has performed the difficult and complex duties of City Clerk with grace and great aplomb. She 
earned certification from the International Association of Municipal Clerks, an achievement she kept up throughout her 
tenure. From running elections to managing vital records and treasured City documents, Julie personified the tradition of 
Grosse Pointe City’s commitment to excellence. Whether attending to administrative duties, dealing with employees and 
elected officials, or serving residents and business people, Julie was highly respected, always professional, friendly, and 
responsive.  

WHEREAS, Julie Arthurs upholds the highest of standards for public servants. She is knowledgeable, efficient, hard-
working, and organized.  She acts with integrity and honesty at all times.  She is a model for all who aspire to work on 
behalf of the public good. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor, City Council, and the citizens of the City of Grosse Pointe do hereby 
extend their most grateful appreciation to Julie Arthurs for her full public service career, especially for her 26 years on 
behalf of the Grosse Pointe community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, City Council, and City staff congratulate Julie on her retirement and 
wish her and her husband, Ken, joy and fulfillment in their travels ahead. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Cathy Mitchell, 472 Lakeland, expressed concern with current pay stations in The Village and her opposition to the 
proposed PUD. 
 
Elizabeth Fisher, 16834 St. Paul, stated that she saw little communication regarding the proposed PUD development 
and still has questions.  She also stated that she has concerns with renters not being long term tenants and that she owns 
a condo and takes pride in her property. 
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STAFF REPORTS 
 
Main Street Director Willcock reported that Santa’s Workshop came to a close with over 500 kids visiting Santa and 
reminded everyone to shop The Village for all their holiday shopping. 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 
 
The City Council commented on the following topics: 
 

• Congratulations to City staff for the clean audit and for coming in under budget across all departments. 
• Thank you to Mike Bailey for listening and incorporating the community feedback in the revised PUD 

Agreement. 
• Excitement towards the new development and the additional tax revenue that it will bring to the City, Grosse 

Pointe School District, and the Grosse Pointe Library.  Resident concern is understood and their engagement is 
appreciated and always encouraged.  City Council and City Staff remain open and welcome questions.  
Benefits of the new development will be seen in time. 

• Continued communication about the proposed PUD will be made available on the City website, through City 
eblasts, and articles in the newspaper. 

• Congratulations to City Clerk Julie Arthurs on her retirement, she will be greatly missed.  Appreciation was 
expressed for all of Julie’s many accomplishments during her 26 years of service. 

• Happy Holidays to all. 
  
 
 
On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 Christopher M. Hardenbrook 
 Acting Secretary of the Meeting 
 City of Grosse Pointe 


